from Vancouver to Mount St. Ellas and from Nov; Scotia to northern Labrador, birds appear earlier ii the season than flowers, but the flowers soon over take them. In the first ten days of June, the botan ists of the expedition found only violets, strawberr and salmon-berry blossoms, and the delicate whit or pink bells of mountain heather; but ten days late acres of meadow-land were covered with the blu spikes of lupine, and before the first of July the whol Alaskan coast was abloom with wild geranium, col umbine, Jacob's-ladder, iris, cypripedium, shootin star, rhododendron, bluebells, primroses, and forget ine-nots.
Up to the time when the members of the Alaska: expedition assembled in New York to take the trai: for the Pacific Coast, few of the scientific men ha< ever seen Mr. Harriman and many of them had neve even heard his name. It is interesting, therefore, t note the impression that he made upon them wher in the close intimacy of steamer life, they had a: opportunity to make his acquaintance.
I soon saw [says John Muir] that he was uncommon He was taking a trip for rest, and at the same time man aging his exploring guests as if we were a grateful, sooth ing, essential part of his rest cure, though scientific ex plorers are not easily managed, and in large mixed lot are rather inflammable and explosive, especially whei compressed on a ship. Nevertheless he kept us all ii